Publication Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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AGENCY NAME: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-031 C.M.R. Ch. 210, Standards for Pharmacy Benefits Managers
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P203
BRIEF SUMMARY: The proposed amendment brings the rule in line with PL 2025, Ch. 561
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearing, comment period only
COMMENT DEADLINE: October 14, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Stacy Bergendahl
34 State House Station, Augusta, ME, 04333-0034
(207) 624-8537
Stacy.L.Bergendahl@maine.gov 
TTY users please use Maine Relay 711
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):  
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 24-A M.R.S. §§ 212, 4348(8), and 4349(5)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):  PL 2025, Ch. 561
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/pfr/insurance/home 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Stacy.L.Bergendahl@maine.gov 


AGENCY NAME: Department of Education
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 05-071 C.M.R. Ch. 101, Maine Unified Special Education Regulation Birth to Age Twenty-Two      
TYPE OF RULE: Major Substantive
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P204
BRIEF SUMMARY: These amendments do two things:  first, they make permanent the changes that were put in place by emergency rule in June 2026 in order to protect the rights of students with disabilities, as well as the health, safety and welfare of these students, their schoolmates, and the dedicated professionals who work in schools by adding private schools serving as out-of-district educational placements as potential parties to certain administrative proceedings relating to the provision of a free, appropriate public education (“FAPE”) and educational placement; and, second, they make a change to expand the circumstances where a party can seek an expedited due process hearing as the result of a federal district court noting that the manner in which the prior language was being construed conflicted with the federal Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).
PUBLIC HEARING: October 1, 2026, 23 Blossom Drive, Augusta Maine, Deering Building 101 from 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm.
COMMENT DEADLINE: October 16, 2026 at 5:00 pm
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
  Laura Cyr, Ph.D.
 23 SHS Augusta, Maine 04333
 207-446-8791
 laura.cyr@maine.gov
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any):  The Department recognizes that private schools may incur additional costs, such as attorney’s fees, when participating in the administrative proceedings, but believes that participation will be infrequent and is otherwise unable to provide an estimate of the cost.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 20-A §7005(1)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE: www.maine.gov/doe 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: laura.cyr@maine.gov 
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 506, Eligibility for Disability Retirement
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-198

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This chapter sets forth the standards and processes for determining eligibility for disability retirement benefits. The adopted amended rule chapter implements changes enacted in PL 2025, c. 598 and clarifies that a member reinstated to service under certain conditions is considered to have been in service throughout the period of reinstatement.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, September 9, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Bill Brown, Director, Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
Agency Name: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
Telephone Number: 1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
Email Address: bill.brown@mainepers.org 


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 513, Disability Retirement Compensation Limitations and Benefit Offsets
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-199

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This chapter provides guidance on compensation limits and offsets applicable to disability retirement benefits. The adopted amended rule chapter updates references in conformity with PL 2025, c. 598 and eliminates the requirement that excess benefit payments addressed by this chapter be reimbursed to the System. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, September 9, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Bill Brown, Director, Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
Agency Name: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
Telephone Number: 1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
Email Address: bill.brown@mainepers.org 


AGENCY: Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-270 C.M.R. Ch. 1, Procedures
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-200

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The amendments update agency rules to reflect P.L. 2025, Chapter 593, which requires paid communications to the public containing images or audio of a candidate that have been misleadingly manipulated or altered to contain a specific disclosure statement, and P.L. 2025, Chapter 600, which increased the spending threshold for communications to the public that require the filing of an independent expenditure report from spending $250 per candidate to spending $1,000 per candidate.
  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, September 7, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Julie Aube, Commission Assistant
 
Agency Name: Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
Mailing Address: 135 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0135
Telephone Number: (207) 287-4179
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Maine Real Estate Commission 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-039 C.M.R. Ch. 410, Minimum Standards of Practice
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-203

CONCISE SUMMARY:

​The changes to Chapter 410 (1) clarify the confidentiality provision for buyer names and addresses and (2) respond to the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Development’s request that the Commission review the rules and standards of practice and adopt further rule changes to combat deed fraud.  The Commission addresses deed fraud issues with a new section in the rule which requires an affiliated licensee to take reasonable steps to verify the identity of a seller and the seller‘s legal authority to transfer a property prior to entering into a brokerage agreement or providing real estate brokerage services in a real estate transaction.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, September 13, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Catherine E. Pendergast, Director, Real Estate Commission
Agency Name: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Maine Real Estate Commission 
Mailing Address: 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-624-8518, TTY users call Maine Relay 711
Email Address:  
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